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Welcome to Region 8  
  

   

 A big Rocky Mountain welcome is extended to  

Idaho Falls A Cappella Chorus  
http://www.idahofallschorus.org/ 

Pocatello Showcase Chorus  
http://www.pschorus.com/ 



Spirit of Boise Chorus  
http://www.spiritofboise.org/ 

Capital City Sound  
http://capitalcitysound.org/index.html  

   

Arrangers and leaders at work   
                        

THE MARGE BAILEY/SHARON BABB SHOW!!  

The weekend of June 7-9 found two simultaneous workshops occurring in Grand Junction, CO. 

THE REGION 8 ARRANGERS' FARM TEAM  held their annual training with Certified Arranger & International 
Faculty Member Marge Bailey  as their teacher/mentor/creative muse. This year's workshop included not only a 
member of a chapter in Canada (Region 16) who had returned after attending last year but also the father of 
one of the newest arranger trainees from Boise, ID! Following the weekend, "dad" was so impressed he 
returned home, joined the Boise men's chorus, convinced his sons to also join and started doing some 
barbershop arranging on his own!! 

·  There were 17 eager attendees representing 8 choruses.  
·  Classes on the 11 Barbershop Chords, Ear Training, Harmonic Progressions, Chord Substitutions, 

Listening and Reviewing Members' Arrangements as well as Changes in Regional/International 
Competition and what it means to the Music Category regarding choice of music, packages, etc. 

In addition to the interaction between arrangers, the weekend also provided a Saturday night get-acquainted 
time with 32 Region 8 members who were in Grand Junction that weekend for: 

THE BUSINESS OF BARBERSHIP LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP  with International Faculty Sharon Babb!!  
Under Sharon's comprehensive tutelage, leaders worked on:  

·  How Leadership works for Sweet Adelines choruses in today's world  
·  Precepts of good in-tune singing using Marge Bailey's song, "As Long As I Have Music"  
·  Membership: How to get , train, encourage, and keep them  
·  Marketing: How to market to people not like us as well as marketing to members once they ARE like us!  
·  Money: $$ makes Sweet Adelines chapters go around!  
·  Successful Team Building 

As a weekend wrap-up, Sharon and Marge viewed contest videos of those choruses having representation at 
the weekend (arrangers and leadership) and offered specific comments regarding choosing appropriate 
arrangements as well as musical strengths and areas that could be improved. Evaluations indicated that both 
teachers were excellent and that Region 8 should definitely continue specialized classes for members to help us 
put it all together!! 

Submitted by 
Marilyn Cox  
Region 8 Education Coordinator  

 Director  Workshop  



*** REGION 8 WORKSHOP FOR DIRECTORS A SUCCESS***  
  
  
Nineteen of twenty-five Front Line Directors and eleven Assistant/Associate Directors 
attended the Region 8 Directors' Workshop  in Salt Lake City May 10-11. Also in attendance were EC Marilyn 
Cox and Director Mentor Chair, Sharon Babb.  
  
Featured faculty Darlene Rogers  filled our buckets to over-flowing with her classes on teaching vocal 
production.  
Attendees listed "Choreographed Vocal Warm-ups" and "Kinesthesia & the Voice" as their favorites.  
  
At our 2013 RMRU Directors' Forum, the "buzz" was all about success with implementing Darlene's methods 
and technics into weekly rehearsals.  
  
Other highlights included: 

·  Darlene's work with "mini" Mountain Jubilee chorus;  
·  Tori's class, "The Director as Performer";  
·  Kathy's class, "Eight Days a Week"--managing the Job and the Joy of being The Director;  
·  Excellent customer service provided by the manager and staff of the (airport) Comfort Inn Suites. 

  
100% of those who turned in evaluations (26) expressed their support of biennial  
Region 8 Director Workshops beginning in 2014.  
  
THANK YOU to our CHORUSES for your support! 
THANK YOU to the RMT for providing regional training for Directors.  
  
The 2013 Workshop was a huge step forward in securing prosperous, happy, and quality Region 8 Choruses.  
  
submitted by 
Judy Vidal  
Region 8 Director Coordinator 
judytunes@gmail.com 

New Finance Coordinator  For Rocky Mountain Region   
My name is Brenda Hershiser . I have been a member of Sweet Adelines 
since Nov. of 1991. My kids were 6 and 4! Wow time flies! I have always 
been a member of Bella Voce,  formerly, Yampa Valley Chorus. I have 
sung with quartets; competed with Treble Makers as a bass and currently 
with Girlzberry Jam as Bass. Also sang lead in a non-competing quartet 
called Hometown Harmony for 6 years.    

I have always been involved with the chorus management, mostly with 
Finance but also Team Leader and Secretary. Also Music Committee and 
who knows how many committees. When your part of a small chorus you 
tend to wear many hats as I'm sure many of you know!  

I am married to an incredible man who is supportive of my addiction/hobby. 
We have two grown children, Jenasee and Zachariah, who also live in 
Craig with their spouse and girlfriend so we are a close family. We are an 
animal family with a combined 6 dogs, Jeff and I have two and they are our 
other "kids".   We love to hunt, fish, hike, camp and ride our ATV's. And I 
also enjoy reading anything and I love Syfy movies!  

I work as a Laboratory Technician for Tri-State G&T.   I have been with the 
company since '89. I work in the Chemistry Department analyzing coal and 
water samples. I like to say I make bombs for a living! OK they are very 



small and in a very controlled environment in a special machine called a calorimeter that measures calories or in 
our case BTU's.  

That's it for me! What more could a person want? 

   

 New Events Coordinator  for Rocky Mountain Region  
Hi, my name is Sue McCormick  and I am the new Region 8 Events 
Coordinator. As the Event Coordinator I am responsible for the logistics 
of all the Region's events from our annual Regional Contest to 
educational events like RMRU or the Arrangers workshop weekend. My 
team finds and contracts the facilities and works during the event to 
make sure everything goes smoothly and everyone has fun! 
 
I've been in Sweet Adeline's for over a dozen years and sing bass in 
Skyline Chorus  as well as in my quartet, iSing. I've lived in Denver for 
over 30 years and love it here. My husband and I have two adult sons 
who live in the area. Those who know me know I love yoga as much as 
I love singing barbershop (and that is a lot of love)! 

 
I'm very excited to be serving on the Region 8 Regional Management Team!  I'd love to hear from you if you 
have any questions or suggestions. 
   

Newly Certified Directors  
The two newest Certified Directors in Region 8  are Laura Lewis - 
Front Line Director of The Blend Chorus and Goldie James 
Assistant Director of High Country Chorus.  

These ladies have been a delight to work with as they tested through 
the DCP modules. Goldie started in the program as Lead Section 
leader. Over a 4 year period, she kept adding to her director tool kit 
and in May of 2011 stepped up to Assistant Director. As such she 
targeted the finish line and met the challenge of the program. 

Laura had a more direct path to Certified Director. She entered the 
program as a  front line director in March of 2011. As an educator in 
"real" life, she knew how to throw herself into her studies like a grad 
student would, flying through in record time.  

Please join me in welcoming these dynamic directors to the Region 8 
director's group which now totals 21. 

Submitted by 
Sherry Feller, CD  
Region 8- Director Certification Coordinator 
Associate Director High Country Chorus 
  

. 
   

 

Laura Lewis, Sherry Feller, 
Goldie James 



  
    Summer Harmony Camp   

                
2013 Summer Harmony Camp   

  
   

This year's Summer Harmony Camp  on July 26-28 was amazing!  65 girls came up to the Y Camp in Estes 
Park for 3 days of singing, socializing, and learning all about barbershop music.  Representing Colorado, 

Nebraska and Kansas, these eager young singers came prepared!  Ruby Blue had provided wonderful learning 
tracks for "Candle on the Water," "Fit as a Fiddle" and "Taking a Chance on Love."  With this early preparation 

of interp, breathing, forward motion and correct notes, the girls were creating overtones right from the 
start.  During sectionals, Ruby Blue and I looked at each other and could not believe the talent that was 

represented in the girl's chorus! I think it was the first time that I was able to work dynamics, spinning the sound 
and extending phrases with a group of campers that were so ready to sing like the big girls! 

Two shows capped off the week-end, with one for the Y Camp at the Hempel Auditorium on Saturday night and 
then down at Arvada High School on Sunday afternoon. The girls entered the stage, jamming to "Rollin' in the 

Deep," adding their own mix of 3 part harmony to the concert. A very special shout-out to those Sweet Adelines 
choruses and individuals, who helped fund the camp, as well as to Region 8 for their continued support of the 
Summer Harmony Camp!  It was especially fun to meet some very new members to Sweet Adelines from the 
Greeley Harmonix Chorus and the Nebraska Pride Chorus!  I am so blessed to have these opportunities with 

the young women of our region and with the excellent role models we have in Ruby Blue! 

Submitted by 
Mel Horgan  

 
    



  

   
  

  

        Rocky Mountain Round-up  
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THAR'S GOLD IN THEM THAR HILLS!  

 Region 8's members found plenty of GOLD at our 33 annual Rocky Mountain Round Up! Above an d 
beyond the golden  moments spent at the YMCA Camp in Estes Park, ther e were plenty of 14K 
opportunities to participate in the heartfelt enthu siasm we have for our Region 8 friends as well as t he 
love of singing and sharing great harmonies.  

·  Wasn't there a shine  in the performances of our two RMRU Choruses - The  Rocky Mountain 
Rangers and The Jewel Tones?   

·  Didn't we receive some nuggets  from our International Faculty Gail Jencik as she offered 
insights into performing and incorporating effectiv e energy into performances rather than just 
choreography moves? She had us up and moving from t he very beginning and gave each of us 
the glow  of performing.   

·  How about the sparkle  to our sound that happens if we pay attention to T ori's tips on tuning and 
singing above the pitch?   

·  Wasn't it fun to watch the search for the gold  bags and hear about all the valuable rewards  we 
receive by being Sweet Adelines? No fool's gold the re!!   

·  All but 5 of the region's 21 choruses were represen ted this year and witnessed the 
radiant  performances by the two RoundUp choruses, Bonfire and DeJaVu quartets and 2 of our 
3 representatives at the Hawaii international conte st - Ruby Blue & Velvet Hills!   

·  We hope the 14 First Timers came away with a wealth  of knowledge and will use their $10 
certificate to attend many more of Region 8's valuable  educational offerings.  



To sum it up, our Golden Rule  can be: "Rocky Mountain Region 8 provides a treasure  of learning and 
sharing opportunities and all of its members are a lustrous  example of the love and harmony we share."  

Sibmitted by 
Marilyn Cox  
Education Coordinator  
   

  RMRU scrapbook  
   

 

Yellowstone Harmony 



     



 

Above--The Laura Lewis RMRU show chorus rehearses. 
  

 Below--Edie Bridge RMRU show chorus is advised by Gail 



 
 

 Reminder from SAI  
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 Chorus News   High Country Chorus goes Irish  
  

   
 What a wonderful trip, nine days touring one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Add singing, meeting 
new friends, more singing, castle-hopping, scone-eating, more singing and pub-crawling to the trip of a lifetime 
for 24 chorus members. Al Klinger (Bunny's Husband) tagged along as videographer baggage helper, gadget 
repairman and Guinness go-fer.  
The journey to the Land of Leprechauns began at the crack of dawn at DIA. On a five hour lay-over at the 
Newark airport, the High Country Chorus  put on a world-class show in the terminal singing several melodies 
from their repertoire. Weary travelers, gate agents and family vacationers gathered to listen and take videos and 
photographs. The appreciative audience, smiling and applauding gave High Country its first taste of finding 
fame on its "concert tour." After a long journey "across the pond" we were greeted by the stunning Irish dawn. 
Our musical motley crew boarded the comfortable tour bus called the "chariot" by our driver and explored the 
Emerald Isle. 

 Submitted by 

Georgia Wiley   



Chorus News Nebraska Pride  Fair Thee Well!  
  
The Nebraska State Fair was a very musical place 
Sunday afternoon August 25th. The smooth harmonies of 
area a cappella groups could be heard all around the 
fairgrounds.  
When Nebraska Pride  Sweet Adelines took to the stage, 

the crowd had grown. The group started with "On the 

Boardwalk," Changing the words to reflect the Nebraska 

State Fair.  

It was fairly obvious that the group, which included a wide 

range of ages, enjoyed being on stage. During one song 
that included lyrics about changes being made, one of the 
directors, Evie Caldwell  of McCook, stood in front of them 

wearing a gray wig. When they sang about no one 

wanting to be around them when they were "old and gray," 

she whipped off the wig and turned to smile at the audience. 

The women told corny jokes between songs and teased those who'd gathered to watch the performances. "Ya 
know, barbershop was created by men but perfected by women," one of the ladies joked. Most of the women in 

the audience clapped and shouted in agreement while some of the men booed good-naturedly. 

The Nebraska Pride  sang a number of familiar tunes, such as "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" from "The 

Wizard of Oz" and "We Go Together" from the movie "Grease." The group finished its set with a patriotic 

medley. Caldwell said there are 42 members in the group and about 35 were present Sunday. They sang twice 
on Sunday and also had three quartets perform. The Nebraska Pride  group enjoyed being in front of a large 

audience at the State Fair, she said. "We like the atmosphere and the fun of performing," Caldwell said. "It's fun 

to be out and about." 

Excerpts from an article written by Sarah Schultz Aug 25 2013 Barbershop music wows fair crowd 
The Grand Island Independent 

 
  

Nebraska Pride at the Nebraska State Fair 
Zach Mayhew, Grand Island Independent 

Risers for Sale  
The Grand Mesa Chorus has several sections of choral risers for sale.  
Wenger four step choral risers; 10 to 13 years old depending on the section; each section is 4' wide, 
with 18" deep carpeted steps; back rails are included.  We have five sections left to sell. We'll sell as 
many or few sections as the buyer desires. The price is $400 per section. 
  
Bette C. Lowenstein 
3093 Fairbanks Lane 
Grand Junction, CO 81504 
 Phone 970 523-3464 
bettesings@gmail.com 

 

 

Judy Murphy 
Region 8 Sweet Adelines 

 


